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the Durand boundary, if we can avoid doing so, not the least being the unrest which would follow among the Afghans. The advocates of the forward policy tell you, of course, that they would stop at the Afghan frontier, but it is well known at Kabul that British strategists consider the " real frontier" of India to be the Hindu-Kush, and any further advance would be construed by the Ameer (and probably by Russia) as the first stage on a journey with Kabul for its destination.
I have left the reader somewhere on top of the pass by Lundi Kotal while I have made this wide digression. We have been most hospitably entertained by the officers in the Fort, and I have wandered with a companion up the mountain-side to get a glimpse of the forbidden country across the frontier. An armed escort is with us, and when we lose them for a moment on descending into a dip, they come after us